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Integrity/Dignity of Madison

P.O. Box 2287, Madison, WI  53701-2287
www.idmadison.org


Sept. 14, 2008

Wisconsin State Journal

wsjopine@Madison.com

Dear Editor,

We were saddened to read in Sunday's paper that Bishop Robert Morlino intervened with St. Andrew's Catholic Church in Verona to force the firing of that parish's openly gay music director this summer.  
 

The Catholic community in Verona would learn much from the lived experience of Chuck and his partner James.  The radical Jew Jesus, traveling with a diverse crowd, devoted his short Earthly life to crossing social boundaries, challenging the established norms, abiding but not constrained by the religious rules of his day, concerned instead that we recognize God in our neighbor.  Such a story resonates differently with each of us.  Our church's current, sex-obsessed hierarchy interprets a Jesus who traveled the Holy Land telling men to pair up with women, settle down and have children, or be celibate.  Others hear different priorities in the Christian story.  

 

I write on behalf of the Board of Integrity/Dignity-Madison, an ecumenical faith community serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community and their families, friends and allies in the Madison area since 1977.  Our group is affiliated with Dignity, the nation's foremost organization of GLBT Roman Catholics and friends.  

 

We know from the teachings of the Second Vatican Council that all the baptized faithful form "the Church."  We are the "Pilgrim People" of God.  The Roman Catholic bishop legally holds as much property and money as the Church gives him and, thus, usually wins disputes over firing or barring people from church property.  But that's the extent of his authority over us.  Chuck, James, the 116 parishioners who signed the petition supporting Chuck, and the rest of us baptized faithful remain integral to the Church, centered on Christ.  

With or without their hierarchy's help, we encourage all in the St. Andrews community to prayerfully and fearlessly share their own stories, as Chuck and James have done, and listen respectfully to all their neighbors' faith journeys as well.  
 

Bob Manion
Convener
Integrity/Dignity-Madison
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